
Our Story, Our History: A Reimagining Through Poetry and Primary Source 

Grade Level: 6-8 

Subject Area Focus: Social Studies/History, English Language Arts 

Estimated Number of Days to Complete: 16 

Susannah Remillard 
Cape Cod Lighthouse Public Charter School 
Harwich, MA 
sremillard@cclcs.info 
 

Curricular Project Summary: This middle school project is a re-examination of the traditional 
Thanksgiving story in several parts. First, students are asked to activate prior knowledge as the 
whole class writes a version of the Thanksgiving story. Students will then research and collect 
facts on English Settler and Wampanoag lifeways, including analysis of primary source 
documents. Web resources and a booklist are included in these materials. From their research, 
students will write summary paragraphs on the two cultures and an opinion paragraph wherein the 
student chooses to live in one culture. Templates and organizers included in the project handout 
help students to build a three paragraph essay.  Finally, students will turn research into poetry 
when they choose an English or Wampanoag identity and write an ode to that individual’s life, 
weaving historically accurate information and the small details of poetic form into their tributes. At 
this point, the project may optionally become cross-curricular with art, drama, and technology.  

 

Desired Results/Objectives 

1. Essential Questions/Historical Questions:  

Are there differences between story and history? 

What happens when we mythologize history? 

What influences can change common understandings?  

How do we interpret primary source documents? 

How can creative writing be used to express historically accurate lifeways and beliefs? 

2. Objectives:  

   Students will know… 

that complex history is often simplified in shared and ritualized foundational stories. 

that difficult history is often sanitized by those telling the dominant narrative.  

that common understandings can be deepened or changed by analysis. 

that accuracy in representation benefits students and future citizens. 

 



 

 

Students will understand… 

that stereotyping and erasure often result from false and incomplete narratives. 

that history is complex and that perceptions change through time. 

that the analysis of primary source documents  can lead powerful insights. 

that poetry can express meaning in ways that other genres cannot. 

 

Students will be able to… 

question false and incomplete narratives about the past. 

research and gather information using primary and secondary sources. 

write an informed opinion substantiated by facts. 

craft a three paragraph informative text  to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

use the tools of primary source analysis. 

write a poem based on historically accurate information and using the tools of poetry. 

address inaccuracies in what they think they know. 

 

3. Curriculum Standards:  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.A Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.B Support claim(s) with clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.C Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.D Establish and maintain a formal style. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1.E Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the argument 
presented. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.A Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies 
such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.B Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.C Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.D Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.E Establish and maintain a formal style. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.F Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or 
explanation presented. 
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4. Transfer Goals:  

Students will have a heightened awareness of authenticity when approaching and analyzing 
sanitized and mythologized story. 

Students will be able to analyze primary and secondary source documents and use their 
understandings to write strong summaries and opinions. 

Students will be able to use research to craft historically accurate fiction/poetry. 

Students will be able to access and use the tools of poetry and paragraph writing. 

Students will be able to discuss and debate difficult topics with respect and rigor.  

 

Assessment/Evidence 

 

Performance Task or Assessment used to gauge student learning:  

Fact collector for gathering information and documenting research work 

Three-paragraph essay examining the lives of Pilgrim and Wampanoag community members in 
the early 1600s with opinion piece. 

Tribute poem about a member of one of these communities. 

 

Pre-Assessment:  KWL chart and group story written about  the First Thanksgiving 

 

Formative Assessment:  

Wampanoag and Pilgrim culture charts 

Wampanoag and Pilgrim paragraph organizers 

Wampanoag and Pilgrim paragraph templates 

Poetry Life Detail Collector 

Paragraph checklist 

Poetry Checklist  

Primary Source Document Analysis Sheet 

Poetry performance/Poetry walk 

 

 

 

2 



 

Learning Plan 

Lesson Summaries:  

Lesson 1: Project overview and KWL chart with movie. 

Activate prior knowledge by writing an all- class version of the first Thanksgiving. Record specific 
details of discussion on a group document that can be re-visited at the end of the unit.  Show the 
video while students take notes on their video guides: 

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/webcast.htm       (view Plimoth Plantation) 

 

Discuss the video guide after students finish watching the film. Much of the information students 
collected can be used for their research writing.  

Lesson 2: Primary source overview and analysis of “The First Thanksgiving” and Letters from 
the Colony.  

Group analysis of “The First Thanksgiving” painting with initial impressions. Work together 
through the “Analyze Artwork” worksheet from the National Archives. Then, using the “Analyze a 
Written Document” worksheet, assign small groups to analyze the  three sources found in the 
“Primary Sources for English Perspectives on Harvest Celebration at Plymouth in 1621” using the 
worksheet and report back to the class. It is important for students to spend some time with the 
primary sources. The painting shows a classic misrepresentation of the Wampanoag, the people 
of the Patuxet which is now known as Plymouth. The headdresses, the relative position of 
Wampanoag to English in the scene, and meals served are all inaccurate. The letters give 
students a window into initial thinking of the English settlers. Students should be able to pick out 
accurate details related to the first harvest celebration between the English and the 
Wampanoag.  

Lesson 3: Introducing the resources: Books, Websites and the bitLy.  

All resources are in the student packet with links. The culture chart requires students to collect 
sources for each detail collected. Walk students through resources and process of collecting 
detail. They begin research today. 

Lesson 4: Research and detail collection. Begin playing Stump the Teacher. 

Students are invited to bring in interesting facts that they have discovered in their research to 
“Stump the Teacher.” They may bring in facts they have collected and attempt to “stump” the 
teacher in a warm-up activity at the beginning of class.  In order to put a fact on the fact board, it 
must have proper citation and be neatly written. Each fact and fact question should be on a 
single index card. The front of the card is the question and the back of the card should have 
answer and proper citation. If the fact is accepted and the teacher has been stumped, it goes up 
on the fact board. Others can use it to fill in their culture charts.  If time allows, this game may be 
played throughout the unit. 
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Lesson 5: Research and detail collection. 

Lesson 6: Using your paragraph organizer - analyzing and selecting  the details. 

Introduce the paragraph organizer. Students choose the three strongest details from their 
collectors to support their summaries about the lives of English and Wampanoags. Discuss topic 
sentence and role of support. Complete the first paragraph organizer for the summary paragraph 
on English settlers together with the class. An optional activity related to text evidence is 
included in this packet. The activity allows you to guide students through the process of choosing 
appropriate text evidence.  

Lesson 7: Workshop time,  paragraph organization work ( paragraphs 1&2). 

Students should transfer their understanding of the organizing and detail choice skills introduced 
in English paragraph to independent work on the Wampanoag paragraph. They will practice the 
same process that was teacher-led for the English paragraph: organizing ideas, pulling text 
evidence, and building a well structured paragraph on their organizer.  

Lesson 8: Construct informative/explanatory paragraphs (optional paragraphs 1&2). 

Using the paragraph template, together with the class complete draft of paragraph summarizing 
life of the English, students draft a handwritten paragraph about the English. Instruction focuses 
on moving the details from the paragraph organizer into the paragraph template. Some work 
may feel redundant, but the support ideas on the organizer should be crafted into strong 
sentences on the template. Students who have mastered paragraphing may not need this 
scaffolding, but it is included as an optional tool.  

Lesson 9: Workshop time, individual conferencing. (optional paragraphs 1&2) 

Students should be transferring all organizer work for paragraphs 1&2 to templates. Once this 
process is done and checked, the begin typing up 1&2. Students who have mastered 
paragraphing may not need this scaffolding to complete their paragraph writing, but it is included 
as an optional tool.  

Lesson 10: Essentials of opinion writing. 

 Initiate an all-class discussion on the lives of English and Wampanoags, culminating in choosing a 
culture. Discuss how strong details must support final paragraph where students will build a case 
for choosing either a English or Wampanoag life. What are the three strongest reasons they 
would choose to live in one culture or another? It is important to emphasize that this is not a 
place to disparage another way of life, simply a place to honor and explain why living in one 
culture would be interesting to the writer. There should be no “I wouldn’t want to…” in this 
paragraph.  

The final paragraph is constructed as claim, evidence, and reasoning. Students are not required 
to pull text evidence for this paragraph, but must give evidence from their research and 
well-reasoned statement for their choices. Practice in argument mapping can be found at 
https://teach.thinkeranalytix.org/resources/ 
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Lesson 11: Workshop time, individual conferences. 

Continue typing any summary paragraphs. Complete templates for paragraph 3 opinion work. 
Type opinion paragraph which will be merged with summary paragraphs 1&2.. 

Lesson 12: OSOH paragraph checklist introduced.  

Discuss the checklist for paragraph writing. Workshop time, drafting, individual conferences. 
Students should use the paragraph checklist individually before turning any work in to be 
assessed. For those who finish quickly, the checklist may also be used for peer editing. Students 
are expected to be finished or finishing their paragraph work at this point. All three paragraphs 
are merged and turned in as one essay for assessment. Optionally, another workshop period may 
be provided later for students to edit work after the teacher assessment, which is also done on 
the paragraph checklist. 

Lesson 13: Poetry work begins. Choosing and researching a life, begin Life Detail Collector 

Students must choose an identity from the “Creating a Poetic Life: English or Wampanoag?” 
worksheet. Once they have chosen and cleared it with the teacher, they may begin research on 
their chosen individual. Preview the poems at the end of the packet to give students a sense of 
their poetry goal. 

Lesson 14: Character Talk, Poetry Talk 

Start a class with poetry, particularly from a Native American voice (for example, Marge 
Bruchac’s Dreaming Again: Algonkian Poetry). Discuss historical figures students chose and why 
they chose the people they did. Group discussion of our people and any interesting details we 
have discovered. Workshop time, individual conferences.  

Lesson 15: Provide poetry checklist, set goals for artwork borders, workshop time, individual 
conferences, peer edits. 

Lesson 16: Poetry Readings 

Some students may not want to read. Provide time for a poetry walk as well, where a positive 
comment sheet is set up next to the finished poem at the student’s desk. Play some background 
music. Students can mingle and read poetry while writing positive comments for their peers. 
Encourage them to use the language of poetry (“Nice figurative language on line 3!” “Great 
alliteration!” “ Love your internal conflict!”) in their comments. Student work may be displayed 
after the celebration. 
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Name______________________________________  Date___________________ 
 

Welcome to the Our Story, Our History Project! 
 

This project is a re-examination of the traditional Thanksgiving story. You have studied this story before! You 

may think that you know it well. But now it’s time to re-examine what we know about the English and Native 

Americans who attended this harvest celebration, which we have come to call the first Thanksgiving.  

 

We will do this in several parts, as follows: 

 

1. Research:  use the attached lists of websites and books to collect facts about lifeways of the English 

Settlers and Wampanoag peoples. Collect information for your organizers. 

2. Analyze: examine primary source documents from the time period during class discussions. 

3. Interpret: conduct interviews with Wampanoag people and English interpreters at Plimoth Plantation. 

4. Explain and Defend: write summary paragraphs about the lives of people in these groups, then 

choose to live in one group.  Your final paragraph explores/ defends your choice. First paragraphs done 

in class. 

5. Create: an ode to tell the story of an English settler or Wampanoag tribal member at this time.  

 

You have the whole research and writing packet in front of you. Don’t lose it!  But don’t try to do it all tonight, 

either!  Wait for the individual parts of the project to be assigned and check them in below when completed. 

There may be additional materials given out in class, so be sure to store everything carefully for future 

reference. You will need all the pieces to complete your final assignments.  

Check-Ins  Due Dates   Completed? 

Wampanoag research page     

English research page     

Interview Questions     

Paragraph organizer #1 and #2     

Final You Choose paragraph     

Poem     
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Massive KWL for the Thanksgiving Story 

 

K 
 In your own words, describe what went on during the first Thanksgiving celebration: 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

W  
Is there anything more your would like to know about the Thanksgiving celebration? 
 

1.  Did any Native American women go to the first Thanksgiving feast?____________________________________ 
 

2._____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3._____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4._____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Together, let’s write a group story about the first Thanksgiving: 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Watch the movie. See if you can pick up any facts that you didn’t already know about the first Thanksgiving: 
 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

______________________...this is the L! 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/webcast.htm 
 (view Plimoth Plantation) 
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Plimoth Plantation Virtual Field Trip- Movie Guide 
How is Plymouth spelled in the 17th century? ____________________ 

 

The Wampanoag inhabited the land for ____________years before the settlers arrived.  

 

They were hunters and _____________________. 

 

According to Hobbomock, Wampanoag mean “people who see the first ____________________.”  

 

While men hunt and fish, Wampanoag women ___________________. 

 

Tisquantum teaches the English how to plant, harvest, and eat ________________. 

 

The English colonists leave England because it is too ______________________. 

 

Some English people also had an argument with the King’s __________________. 

 

The Pilgrims weren’t always called “pilgrims.” They called themselves __________________. 

 

The settlers started to build houses on ________________________ day. 

 

There were ____________ people on the ocean voyage. 

 

The goodwife’s house is covered with ________________ and the roof is _________________. 

 

The roof of a Wampanoag house is_______________ and the house has a small ____________. 

 

The English people wear clothes made of ______________________. 

 

Hobbomock wears clothing made from _____________________________________. 

 

The English give thanks to _______________ for anything good they have. 

 

The Wampanoag give _____________ every season of the year.  

 

When the English have a day of thanksgiving, they do not ____________ anything at all. 

 

Edward Winslow’s letter shows us that there was a Thanksgiving feast. We know that there were _______ 

English people and more than ________ Wampanoag 

 

Massassoit sent out _________ warriors to bring back _______ deer. 

 

Some food at the first Thanksgiving: 

 

__________________     ________________    _______________    ______________ 

 

One food probably NOT eaten on the first Thanksgiving:__________________________ 
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Websites for Our Story, Our History Project   -        bit.ly/OSOHLinks 
 
OVERVIEW  
Scholastic resources for general information: 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/ 
(The tabs “Daily Life” and “The Feast” are particularly useful) 

 
Plimoth Plantation resources for general information: 
 

http://www.plimoth.org/learn/MRL/interact/thanksgiving-interactive-you-are-historian 
 

http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/homework-help 
 
Pilgrim Hall Museum 

 
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/ 

 
Language information: 

http://www.plimoth.org/learn/just-kids/talk-pilgrim 
 
SPECIFIC RESOURCES: 
English settlers: 
 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/ 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/collection/first-thanksgiving-readers-theater-ideas 
 
http://mayflowerhistory.com/letter-winslow-1621/ 

 
Wampanoag people: 
 

http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2007/08/wampanoag-women.html 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/native-american-perspective-fast-turtle-wampanoag-tribe-me
mber 

 
 
LINK FOR PROJECT HANDOUT: 

https://www.fivecolleges.edu/neh/native_americans_of_new_england/lesson-plans-search-view/lesson-
plans-holding-page/node/12078 

 
TOOLS FOR DOCUMENT ANALYSIS: 
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf 
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Primary Source Analysis for Our Story, Our History Project 
 

 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/The_First_Thanksgiving_cph.3g04961.jpg 

    
What do you notice about this oil painting from the early 1900s? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Is anything in the painting a misrepresentation of history? If so, what do you see and why is it a 

misrepresentation? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Now, use the Analyze Artwork Worksheet to dive into this document. 
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Document analysis worksheets are available through the National Archives website: 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 
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PRIMARY SOURCES FOR ENGLISH PERSPECTIVES ON HARVEST 
CELEBRATION AT PLYMOUTH IN 1621 
There are 2 (and only 2) primary sources for the events of autumn 1621 in Plymouth, 
Edward Winslow writing in Mourt's Relation and William Bradford writing in Of Plymouth 
Plantation. Both can be found on the Pilgrim Hall Museum Website.  
 
Read aloud your assigned document with your team members, trying to the original text first.  
Then, use the Written Document Analysis worksheet to dive a little deeper into the document. 
Remember, you have been assigned document #__________ with your team. Don’t do all three!  

 
1. Edward Winslow, Mourt's Relation (1620-16210): 
"our harvest being gotten in, our governour sent foure men on fowling, that so we might after a speciall manner rejoyce 

together, after we had gathered the fruits of our labours ; they foure in one day killed as much fowle, as with a little helpe 

beside, served the Company almost a weeke, at which time amongst other Recreations, we exercised our Armes, many of the 

Indians coming amongst us, and amongst the rest their greatest king Massasoyt, with some ninetie men, whom for three 

dayes we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five Deere, which they brought to the Plantation and 

bestowed on our Governour, and upon the Captaine and others. And although it be not always so plentifull, as it was at this 

time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so farre from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plentie." 

 

In modern spelling 
"our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that so we might after a special manner 

rejoice together, after we had gathered the fruits of our labors; they four in one day killed as much fowl, as with 

a little help beside, served the Company almost a week, at which time amongst other Recreations, we 

exercised our Arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and amongst the rest their greatest king 

Massasoit, with some ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and 

killed five Deer, which they brought to the Plantation and bestowed on our Governor, and upon the Captain 

and others. And although it be not always so plentiful, as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of 

God, we are so far from want, that we often wish you partakers of our plenty.” 

 

2. William Bradford, Of Plimoth Plantation (1620-1647):  

"They begane now to gather in ye small harvest they had, and to fitte up their houses and dwellings against winter, being all 

well recovered in health & strenght, and had all things in good plenty; fFor as some were thus imployed in affairs abroad, 

others were excersised in fishing, aboute codd, & bass, & other fish, of which yey tooke good store, of which every family had 

their portion. All ye somer ther was no want. And now begane to come in store of foule, as winter approached, of which this 

place did abound when they came first (but afterward decreased by degrees). And besids water foule, ther was great store of 

wild Turkies, of which they tooke many, besids venison, &c. Besids, they had about a peck a meale a weeke to a person, or 

now since harvest, Indean corn to yt proportion. Which made many afterwards write so largly of their plenty hear to their 

freinds in England, which were not fained, but true reports." 
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In modern spelling 
"They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and dwellings against 

winter, being all well recovered in health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus 

employed in affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they 

took good store, of which every family had their portion. All the summer there was no want; and now began to 

come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when they came first (but 

afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there was great store of wild turkeys, of which they 

took many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a peck of meal a week to a person, or now since 

harvest, Indian corn to that proportion. Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to 

their friends in England, which were not false but true reports." 

 
NOTE: The Mayflower arrived in Plymouth in December of 1620. No further ships arrived in Plymouth until immediately 
after that "First Thanksgiving" - the Fortune arrived in November of 1621. One of the passengers on the Fortune, William 
Hilton, wrote a letter home that November.  
 
3.Letter of William Hilton, passenger on the Fortune (1621) 
From Alexander Young's Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers. Boston: Charles C. Little and James Brown, 1841. 
  
Loving Cousin, 
At our arrival in New Plymouth , in New England, we found all our friends and planters in good health, though they were left 

sick and weak, with very small means; the Indians round about us peaceable and friendly; the country very pleasant and 

temperate, yielding naturally, of itself, great store of fruits, as vines of divers sorts in great abundance. There is likewise 

walnuts, chestnuts, small nuts and plums, with much variety of flowers, roots and herbs, no less pleasant than wholesome 

and profitable. No place hath more gooseberrries and strawberries, nor better. Timber of all sorts you have in England doth 

cover the land, that affords beasts of divers sorts, and great flocks of turkey, quails, pigeons and partridges; many great lakes 

abounding with fish, fowl, beavers, and otters. The sea affords us great plenty of all excellent sorts of sea-fish, as the rivers 

and isles doth variety of wild fowl of most useful sorts. Mines we find, to our thinking; but neither the goodness nor quality 

we know. Better grain cannot be than the Indian corn, if we will plant it upon as good ground as a man need desire. We are all 

freeholders; the rent-day doth not trouble us; and all those good blessings we have, of which and what we list in their 

seasons for taking. 

Our company are, for most part, very religious, honest people; the word of God sincerely taught us every Sabbath; so that I 

know not any thing a contented mind can here want. I desire your friendly care to send my wife and children to me, where I 

wish all the friends I have in England; and so I rest 

Your loving kinsman, 

William Hilton 
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Booklist of Secondary Sources for Our Story, Our History Project 
 
Arenstam, Peter.  Mayflower 1620: A New Look at a Pilgrim Voyage 
Bruchac, Joseph. Squanto’s Journey: The Story of the First Thanksgiving 
Cunningham, Kevin. The Wampanoag (True Books: American Indians) 
Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States 
Goodman, Susan. The Pilgrims of Plymouth 
Grace, Catherine. 1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving 
Pumphrey, Margaret. Stories of the Pilgrims  
Wade, Linda. Plymouth: Pilgrims’ Story of Survival 
Waters, Kate. Giving Thanks: The 1621 Harvest Feast 
Waters, Kate. Samuel Eaton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Boy 
Waters, Kate. Sarah Morton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Girl 
Waters, Kate. Tapenum’s Day: A Wampanoag Indian Boy in Pilgrim Times 
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Wampanoag Culture Chart 
Use your digital and print resources to complete the culture chart. Don’t forget to copy down your sources! 

 
source website/book/article        facts collected 

food, shelter, clothing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

daily life of men and boys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

daily life of  women and girls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

leadership    

ways of giving thanks and 
other customs 

  

interactions with other 
cultures 
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English Settler/Pilgrim Culture Chart 
Use your digital and print resources to complete the culture chart. Don’t forget to copy down your sources! 

 
source website/book/article        facts collected 

food, shelter, clothing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

daily life of men and boys 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

daily life of  women and girls 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

leadership    

ways of giving thanks and 
other customs 

  

interactions with other 
cultures 
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Name______________________________________ Date__________________ 

Paragraph Organizer-English Settler/Pilgrim 
Question: What was life like for the English Settlers before the time of the first 
Thanksgiving? 

 

       ⇓     ⇓    ⇓ 
               IDEA 1          IDEA 2                   IDEA 3  
transition word:____________________           transition word:____________________                transition word:_________________ 

 
     TEXT EVIDENCE  TEXT EVIDENCE         TEXT EVIDENCE 
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Name______________________________ Date____________ 
 

Text Evidence Options for English Paragraph 
Choose the best evidence below to support each of your main ideas.  
 
 

 
1. “More than half of the English settlers died during that first winter, as a result of poor 

nutrition and housing that proved inadequate in the harsh weather” (Newsela.com). 
 

2. “Many of the colonists fell ill. They were probably suffering from scurvy and 
pneumonia caused by a lack of shelter in the cold, wet weather” (plimoth.org) 
 

3. “The settlers brought English antelope to help them plow their fields” (trustme.org) 
 

4. “They occasionally caught glimpses of Native People, but it wasn’t until four months 
after their arrival that the colonists met and communicated with them” (plimoth.org) 
 

5. “The settlers decided to call themselves pilgrims because they liked the name” 
(Wikithisandthat.com) 
 

6. “ the little band began to suffer mightily from cold and disease. Of the 102 Mayflower 
passengers, only half remained alive by spring” (pilgrimhallmuseum.org) 
 

7. “The settlers knew little about the new land, including when and where to plant their 
crops” (Plimoth Virtual Field Trip) 
 

8. “The first meeting between Settlers and Wampanoags included several rounds of the 
game Apples to Apples, a colonial favorite” (buzzyfeed.org) 
 

9. “People suffered from scurvy and other deadly diseases” (I just know this) 
 

     10.“The ocean crossing took nearly four weeks longer than the passengers expected”  
             ( www.plimoth.org ) 
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Name_________________________________________  Date__________________ 

Paragraph Organizer-Wampanoag Tribal Members 
Question: What was life like for Wampanoag Tribal Members around the time of the 
harvest celebration in 1621, what we now call the first Thanksgiving? 
 

 
        ⇓     ⇓    ⇓ 
               IDEA 1          IDEA 2                   IDEA 3  
transition word:____________________           transition word:____________________                transition word:_________________ 

 
     TEXT EVIDENCE  TEXT EVIDENCE         TEXT EVIDENCE 
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Paragraph Organizer-You Choose 
Question: If you lived around the time of the first Thanksgiving, would you choose to live 
as a Wampanoag or English person? Explain and defend your choice with claims, 
evidence, and reasoning.  

 

       ⇓     ⇓    ⇓ 
               IDEA 1          IDEA 2                   IDEA 3 
transition word:____________________           transition word:____________________                transition word:_________________ 
 

                    CLAIM                            CLAIM                  CLAIM 

 

                  EVIDENCE        EVIDENCE                EVIDENCE 
  

                         
 
               REASONING       REASONING             REASONING 
_____________________________ _________________________  ______________________ 
 _____________________________ _________________________  ______________________ 
_____________________________ _________________________  ______________________ 
_____________________________ _________________________  ______________________ 
_____________________________ _________________________  ______________________ 
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Name____________________________________________  Group_____________ Date_________________ 

Wampanoag or English? 
 
If you are Wampanoag, identities are listed below based on historical 
figures from this time. You must do additional research to collect some 
actual details from his/her life. Circle your identity below: 
 
 

         MALE           FEMALE 

       Samoset  
       Tisquantum           Weetamoo 

Massasoit  
Metacom   

 

 
 
If you are  English, identities are listed below. All English are based 
on historical figures.The Mayflower History page will give you brief 
summaries of the lives of these people.  Circle your identity here: 
 
 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/ 
 
 
William Bradford 
Dorothy Bradford 
 
Myles Standish 
William Brewster  
 
Stephen Hopkins 
Elizabeth  Hopkins  

children Constance, Giles and Damaris; son Oceanus was born during the voyage. 
 
 
William White 
Susanna White 

 son Resolved (son Peregrine was born shipboard in Provincetown Harbor). 
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Poetry Life Detail Collector 

Collect the details of this individual’s life here, then use poetry tools to write a tribute poem, also known as an 
ode. Remember, you should weave into your poem some of the daily activities this person engages in and his 
or her response to them. Use historical details along with personal and poetic reflections on life in this time. 
Some examples are below. 
 

Wampanoag or Pilgrim name:_________________________________________ 

Born (if you know it):__________________Died (if you know it):_________________ 

Married (if you know it)________________Number of times_____________ 

 

Describe the clothing that you wear: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe your shelter: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe the food that you eat. Who makes it? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe any neighbors that you have: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Describe your daily activities: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Has anything unusual happened in your life?If you are a historical figure, why do we remember you? 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name_______________________________________ Date___________________ 
 

Crafting Your Poem-OSOH 
 

1. My English/Wampanoag person is _____________________________________.  
 
List two interesting details about this person’s life here: 
 

A.______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B.______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Brainstorm two or three poem ideas (follow the examples): 
   I could write about………. 

Massasoit talking to Metacom about the English 
Elizabeth Hopkins cooking dinner over the fire 
William Bradford writing in his journal about the Wampanoag 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Create some details like a movie 

In my poem, I want my reader to… 

See_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hear_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Smell________________________________________________________________________________ 

Touch________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Consider the message you want to give to readers. What will you tell the reader about your person? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is one internal conflict your person faces? What is worrying or exciting your person? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is one external conflict your person faces? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Choose the poetry tools you want to use to add meaning and music to your poem. Your choices are: 
 

simile metaphor hyperbole       onomatopoeia  alliteration  

 

Tool:________________________________________  

Line:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tool:_________________________________________ 

LIne____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Figurative Language Examples: 
 
Metaphor: 
The smoke in the longhouse was rabbit fur, softly surrounding the children. (compare to things) 
Simile: 
The English mattress was like a freshly mown hay field. (compare two things using “like” or “as”) 
Hyperbole 
The English house was as dark as a raven’s beak. (exaggerate) 
Onomatopoeia 
A crow cawed in the sassafras tree. (words sound like what they mean) 
Alliteration 
Chilly, chatty Englishmen on a dusty, dirty drive. (repetition of initial consonant sounds) 

 
 
 
8. Really Stuck? Use the template to get started: 
 
 

Gone are the days of my youth. 

I sit inside my ______________________________ dreaming by the ______________________. 

I am thinking about the time when I _______________________________________________. 

It was so long ago. 

Outside, I can hear_______________________________________________________________. 

But inside, I feel_________________________________________________________________. 

I smell the ______________________________________________________________________. 

As the light starts to fade, I ask that you remember me because 

________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

28 



 

Mary Allerton 
 
I have been left in this lifetime. 
First, my mother, she left me.  
She gave up that icy winter 
on the ship and we buried her ashore. 
 
Then, my father, who tried to raise me, 
who tried to replace my mother 
with a woman who cooked and farmed and sewed. 
But she wasn’t mine, 
and when she died, too, 
my father left.  
He traveled south 
two years before my wedding vows.  
 
My husband, Thomas, gave me eight children 
and I kept seven alive. 
And fifty times I have heard the newborn cries 
of my grandchildren. 
I have wrapped them in hard linen  
and warmed them by the cookfire 
while their mothers and fathers kept close. 
In single rooms my family has grown.  
My colony has grown, as well. 
 
And in the many times I have felt threatened  
by the cold sinking through the straw eaves   
by the sickness stealing the breath of my neighbors 
by the dark concealing the savages at night 
I have turned to my God. 
And he has provided.  
 
My shipmates traveled on without me  
to their final destination. 
I am the last. 
I am leaving soon. 
Our colony will prosper.  
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Wussukhumsqua 
There are small hills 
in the garden. 
With this sharp stone tool 
I cut into the earth. 
I feel its warmth  
and then pack the loose soil 
with my hands. 
 
In my pocket, I have seeds. 
Three kinds. 
Squash. 
Corn. 
Beans. 
Small with rough edges, 
they are sisters. 
We are sisters. 
 
I keep the seeds that feed my family. 
When the men go out for food 
they may return with deer 
or squirrel 
or nothing at all. 
 
But my beans, 
they do not run when I reach for them. 
They wait for me to come and clip their strings. 
My corn stalks stretch for the sun, 
to shake their tassels in the breeze. 
They easily offer  
the cobs and kernels filling the spaces  
between their silky leaves. 
At their feet, gourds gather.  
Take me, eat me, they say. 
We will make you more. 
 
Our conversations are softer now.  
I thank the ground for its generous heat.. 
I thank the sky for its rain 
and for the brilliant sun. 
I thank the sisters  
for making me part of  
their family.  

30 



 

 

 
 
 

31 



 

Additional Resources: 
 
PBS AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: The Pilgrims Collection of videos with lesson materials 
 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americanexperience27p-soc-plague/wgbh-americanexperience-th
e-pilgrims-european-plague-in-native-new-england-1616-1619/ 
 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americanexperience27p-soc-alliance/wgbh-americanexperience-th
e-pilgrims-alliance-with-massasoits-people-and-the-first-thanksgiving/ 
 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/americanexperience27p-soc-firstwinter/wgbh-americanexperience-
the-pilgrims-the-first-winter/ 
 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Teaching Native American Histories lesson plans on multiple topics 
 
https://teachnativehistories.umass.edu/search-lesson-plans-mobile 
 
PBS NewsHour Lesson plan:  
After helping Pilgrims at Plymouth, today’s Wampanoags fight for their ancestral lands 
 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/on-thanksgiving-giving-thanks-to-todays-native-americans-l
esson-plan/ 
 
Indian Country Today Article on Wampanoag story of Thanksgiving 
 
https://newsmaven.io/indiancountrytoday/archive/the-wampanoag-side-of-the-first-thanksgiving-story-TmMLTg
Qs40aJT_n9T3RMIQ/ 
 
National Museum of the American Indian learning frameworks and Thanksgiving holiday history NATI 
KNOWLEDGE  

https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360 
 
https://insider.si.edu/2018/01/the-invention-of-thanksgiving/ 
 
 
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History for primary source resources 
 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/ 
 
 
National Archives for tools for  interpreting primary sources 
 
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets 
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