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Curricular Project Summary:  Fourth grade students will interview elders from the 
Wampanoag and Mohican Nations.  They will first learn how the interview process works, and 
practice interviewing their peers.  Students will learn about the history of the Wampanoag and 
Mohican Nations so they will have needed background information on the Nations being 
represented by the elders they will be interviewing.  Students will develop questions in advance 
of each interview.  These will be sent in advance to the elder who will be visiting the classroom. 
On the day of each interview, students will each receive a printed question sheet with space to 
record their answers.  The elder will be introduced, and then the interview will begin.  In the next 
lesson, the students will each create a project to summarize and reflect on what they have 
learned.  In the last lesson, students will give an oral reflection to their class.  
 

Desired Results/Objectives 
 

1. Essential Questions / Historical Questions: 
 

● How do traditional Stories connect past and present? 
● How do the teachings of the Elders help us understand culture and community? 

 
 
 2.   Objectives / Learning Targets: By the end of this project students what will students 
know, understand  and be able to do?  

 
•  Students will formulate questions for an interview. 
•  Students will summarize and reflect on a specific person and culture. 
•  Students will understand and appreciate the value of elder wisdom. 
•  Students will be able to create a project, based on their experience meeting a Tribal 
   Elder. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3.    Curriculum Standards Covered in Unit (National, State, Local): 
  
     • SS.Inq1.a.i:  Develop a list of open- and closed-ended questions on a topic or issue. 
     • SS.BH1.a.4:  Describe how a person’s understanding, perceptions, and behaviors are 
                               affected by relationships and environments. 
     • SS.BH2.a.4-5:  Compare how people from different cultures solve problems, such as 
                                    distribution of food, shelter, and social interactions. 
     • SS.Geog1.a.4-5:  Summarize how location (absolute and relative) affects people, places, and 
                                       environment. 
     • Ss.Hist2.c.i:  Analyze individuals, groups, and events to understand why their contributions 
                               are important to historical change and/or continuity. 
     • SS.Hist3.b.i:  Identify different historical perspectives regarding people and events of the past. 
     • SS.PS1.b.4-5:  Summarize the contributions of historically significant people during the 
                                  early period of United States history to the development of our political culture. 
 
 
  
2. Transfer Goals / Enduring Understandings:  

 
          •  Appreciate and value other people and cultures. 

          •  Apply new understandings to new situations. 

          •  The events of the past shape our future; learn from them. 

  

 

                                              Assessment / Evidence 

 

Performance Task or Assessment used to gauge student learning:  
 
Rubric: 
 
 

  
Interview 
 

 
Project 

 
Oral 
Reflection 

 
Overall 
Quality  
  
  

      4 Respectful at all times, 
Complete written 
responses 
 

At least one drawing 
or visual representation  
of the visiting elder, 
Accuracy with 
interview, 
Neatness - excellent 

Clear and easy to 
understand, 
Engages with the 
audience, 
Touches on all main 
points 

Completeness:  
     Excellent 
Accuracy: Excellent 
Neatness - ,Excellent 
Engaging - Excellent 

     3 Respectful much of the 
time,  
Mostly complete 
 responses  

Partial drawing or  
Visual representation 
of the visiting elder, 
Accuracy with interview,
Neatness - very good 

Easy to understand, 
Some engagement 
with the audience, 
Touches on 2 or mor
main points  

Completeness:  
     Very good 
Accuracy: Very good 
Neatness - Very good 
Engaging – Very good 



     2 Respectful when  
prompted,  
Some complete 
responses 

Little evidence of 
drawing or  
representation of the  
visiting elder, 
Accuracy (3 errors), 
Neatness - average 

A little difficult to 
 understand,  
Little engagement 
with audience,  
touches on 1 main 
point 

Completeness:  
     Average 
Accuracy: Average 
Neatness - Average 
Engaging – Average 

     1 Minimal evidence 
of respect, 
Incomplete responses 

No representation of  
 visiting elder, 
Accuracy ( 4 or more) 
errors,  
Neatness - poor 

Difficult to  
understand,  
Does not engage  
with audience, 
Does not address main 
points 

Completeness,  
Accuracy, Neatness,  
Engaging:  needs 
improvement 

 
 
 
Pre-Assessment:  
 
     •  Ask students to brainstorm facts and opinions they know about Elders. 
     •  Discuss the process of interviewing someone, and what can be learned from that. 
     •  Survey what facts students know about the Wampanoag and Mohican Nations, and  
        facts they would like to know. 
 
 
 
Formative / Student-Engaged Assessment:  
 
     •  Students will give an oral reflection to the class on their experience and their learning  
        from the visiting Elder. 
  
  
Summative Assessment:  
 
      •  Students will create a project (Powerpoint, poster, book) to summarize and reflect 
         on their learning experience with the visiting Elder. 
 
Other Evidence:  
 
         •  Oral reflections/presentations done in class 
 
Note to Teacher: 

● Although the lesson calls for an interview with an elder from each Wampanoag and 
Mohican Nation, you may research the local Indigenous nations in your area and contact 
the official cultural or government office to ask for help in identifying and reaching out to 
an elder of the nation.  

 

Learning Plan 
 
 

Lesson Summaries: 
 
Lesson 1: 
 



     •  Students learn the process of interviewing other people.  The teacher gives some 
examples, and the students create their own questions to suit whichever classmate they will 

interview.  I will use the “Think-Pair-Share” strategy here. 
  
Learning Events and Instruction: 
 
LESSON 1  
 
Title:  The Interview 
  
Details:  Students learn how to interview, and practice this with a partner.  When they are 
              done, they share with another student what they learned in the interview.  
 
 
Guiding Questions:  What is an interview?  Why do people do interviews?  What can we  
                                 learn from an interview?  What are effective strategies when  
                                 interviewing others?  
 
Lesson opening:  Open lesson by beginning a class discussion, using the guiding questions  
                            of the lesson.  
 
                             Assign students to a partner. 
 
                             Before they do the interview, tell the students to think of at least three  
                             specific questions to ask their partner. 
 
                             Once each student has thought of three (or more) questions to ask their  
                              partner, pair them up, and let them begin the interview.  * Give them a  
                              time limit of 5 minutes.  No writing is involved.  Remind students that they  
                              will need to remember what they learn in the interview because they will 
                              share it with the class when they are done. 
  
  
   
Lesson Closing: 
 
                        Choose students to give an oral summary of what they learned in the  
                        interview.  
 
                        Select students to review what an interview is and why it is a good way 
                        to learn about other people.  
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  
  
                         • Think Pair Share 
                         • Routine for choosing students to participate is in place. 
 
  
 
 
Lesson 2 Summary:    
 
Title:  History of the Wampanoag Nation 
 



Details:  Students will read: Tapenum’s Day A Wampanoag Indian Boy in Pilgrim Times 
 
Guiding Questions:  What are some things you know about the Wampanoag Nation?  What  
                                 are some things you hope to learn about the Wampanoag Nation? 
                                 Make predictions about what you might learn based on the 
                                 cover photo? 
 
Lesson Opening:  Students read the book “Tapenum’s Day A Wampanoag Indian Boy in 
                              Pilgrim Times.  They will read in small groups (three or four students 
                              each).  
 
                              Choose from the following themes, and use a jigsaw strategy for each 
                              pair of students:  Elders, Youth, Traditions, Land, Technology, Respect, 
                              Responsibilities  
 
                               Assign each group a theme.  One person from each group can write 
                               examples down on a “jigsaw” piece of poster board or paper. 
 
                                One person from each group shares their group’s findings with the  
                                class, and connects it to form a jigsaw puzzle. 
 
  
 
 
 Lesson Closing:  
                               Teacher selects students would like to share their main takeaways 
                               with the class.  All students can share if they would like to. 
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  
  
                         • Think Pair Share (Using Jigsaw Strategy) 
                         • Routine for choosing students to participate  
 
 
 
 
Lesson 3 Summary: 
 
 
Title:  History of the Mohican Nation 
 
Details:  Students will read: A Brief History of the Mohican Nation Stockbridge-Munsee 
              Band.   Based on the cover photo, students predict what they might learn from 
              the reading. 
 
 
 
Guiding Questions:  What are some things you know about the Mohican Nation?  What  
                                 are some things you hope to learn about the Mohican Nation? 
                                 Make predictions about what you might learn based on the 
                                 cover photo? 
 
Lesson Opening:  Students read the book “A Brief History of the Mohican Nation  



                              Stockbridge-Munsee Band with a partner. 
 
 
                              After reading the text, choose from the following themes, and use a  
                              jigsaw strategy for each group of students:  Elders, Youth, Traditions,  
                              Land, Technology, Respect, Responsibilities 
 
                               Assign each pair a theme.  One person from each pair can write 
                               examples down on a “jigsaw” piece of poster board or paper.   One  
                               person from each pair shares their group’s findings with the class,  
                               and connects it to form a jigsaw puzzle. 
 
 Lesson Closing:  
                               Teacher selects students to share their 3 main takeaways 
                               with the class. 
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  
  
                         • Think Pair Share (Using Jigsaw Strategy) 
                         • Routine for choosing students to participate  
 
 
 
Lesson 4 Summary: 
 
 Title:  Formulate Interview Questions 
 
Details:  Students will use what they have learned about the Wampanoag and Mohican  
              Nations to formulate questions that will be asked when the Elders (Wampanoag 
              and Mohican) come to the class to be interviewed. 
 
Guiding Questions:  What are some questions you can ask an elder that will help you 
                                 better understand the history of culture 
 
Lesson Opening:     Discuss what students understand and know about Wampanoag and 
                                 Mohican people, and elders in the respective communities. 
 
                                 Ask students to use their understandings as the basis for questions 
                                 they will ask of the elders. 
 
                                  As a class, make a list of questions to be asked of the elders from 
                                  both Nations.  
 
Lesson Closing:        Once there is a list of at least 20-25 questions, or more, have the  
                                  students choose some of the answers and predict how the visiting  
                                  Elder might answer them. 
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions 
 
                                           • Whole group routine for questioning 
                                           • Encourage open-ended questioning 
 
 



 
Lesson 5 Summary: 
 
Title:  Mohican Elder Interview 
 
Details:  Students will each be given a specific question or questions they will ask the visiting 
              Elder. 
               They will raise their hand and ask the Elder a question, and record the answer.  
               There might be time for follow up questions. 
 
Guiding Questions:   The guiding questions will be the questions the students create to ask  
                                   of the visiting Elder.  
 
Lesson Opening:     Introduce the Elder to the class. 
 
                                Give the Elder a chance to speak to the class before the interview  
                                 begins.  Begin the interview. 
 
Lesson Closing:  Thank the Elder, and give time for a few “unscripted” questions.  Give the 
                             Elder a token of appreciation and thanks. 
 
 
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  

 
       •  Make SURE to give the Elder the questions in advance of the interview. 
       •  Have students follow up with thank you notes to be mailed to the Elder  

       • Make arrangements in advance for an honorarium for the visiting Elder. 

       • Give the Elder a personal note from you thanking them for their gifts  

          with the students.  

 

Lesson 6 Summary: 
 

Title:  Wampanoag Elder Interview 
 
Details:  Students will each be given a specific question or questions they will ask the visiting  
              Elder. 
 
               They will raise their hand and ask the Elder a question, and record the answer.  
               There might be time for follow up questions. 
 
Guiding Questions:   The guiding questions will be the questions the students create to ask of 
the 

                                   visiting Elder.  
 
Lesson Opening:     Introduce the Elder to the class. 
 
                                Give the Elder a chance to speak to the class before the interview begins. 



 
                                 Begin the interview. 
 
Lesson Closing:  Thank the Elder, and give time for a few “unscripted” questions.  Give the 
                             Elder a token of appreciation and thanks. 
 
 
 
Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  

 
       •  Make SURE to give the Elder the questions in advance of the interview. 
  

      •  Have students follow up with thank you notes to be mailed to the Elder. 

       •  Make arrangements in advance for an honorarium for the visiting Elder. 

       •  Give the Elder a personal note from you thanking them for their gifts  

          with the students. 

 

 

Lesson 7 Summary 

Title:  Elder Projects 

Details:  Students will create a project that reflects and summarizes what they learned from  

              the Elder interviews. 

Guiding Questions:       What are the things you learned from the Elders that you think are  

                                       most important? 

 

Lesson Opening:           Discuss and share the guiding questions. 

                                      Students create a project to reflect on their learning. 

                                   The project can be one of the following:  Powerpoint or Google Slide  

                                    Presentation, a poster, or a book.  

                                    Give students time to work on their projects independently. 

                                    Materials:  Chromebooks, paper, pencils, markers 

Lesson Closing:        Give students time to share their projects with the class. 

Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  



          •   Have material ready before class. 

          •  Students work independently. 

          •   Circulate to give assistance as needed. 

          • Allow about 90 minutes to complete this lesson. 

 

 Lesson 8 Summary 

 Title:  Oral Reflections 

 Details:   Students will give an oral reflection of what they learned about Wampanoag and  

                 Mohican Elders and traditions to their class. 

Guiding Questions:  What did you learn from the Elders?  Is there anything you didn’t get to  

                                ask but would like to ask?  Which teachings of the Elders stand out most  

                                to you and why? 

                                  Now that you have learned about two distinct people and cultures, what  

                                  will you do next?  Please explain. 

Lesson  Opening:   Discuss with the students their thoughts, using the guiding questions. 

                                Give each student time to think, pair, and share with a partner. 

                                Each student gives an oral reflection to the class. 

 

Lesson Closing:  

 Each student will make a thank you note or card which will be sent to the Elders who visited  

 the classroom. 

Instructional Tips/Strategies/Suggestions:  

•  Limit each student to two or three minutes for their oral presentations. 

•  Remind students to be respectful of each other, and ask questions after everyone is 

  done.  

 

  

Materials and Sources Used in Unit 
 



Materials:              Paper, writing and drawing instruments, poster paper, Chromebooks 
 

Secondary Source:  A Brief History of the Mohican Nation Stockbridge Munsee Band 
                                 Author:  Dorothy Davids, Published by the Stockbridge-Munsee 
                                 Historical Committee, Arvid E. Miller Library Museum 
                                 N8510 Moh he con nuck Road 
                                 Bowler, Wi.  54416 
                                 Published in 2001 (Revised 2004) 
                                 This source summarizes the history of the Mohican Nation, from 
                                 the 18th century to modern day.  It offers topics that include Origin 
                                 and early history, people, land, removals, maps/geography, language, 
                                 and leaders.  
    https://www.uwgb.edu/UWGBCMS/media/educ-fns/files/A-Brief-History-DorothyDavids.pdf 
 
Secondary Source:  Tampenum’s Day A Wampanoag Indian Boy in Pilgrim Times 
                                 Author:  Kate Waters, ISBN:  978-0-590-20237-4 
                                 Publisher:  Scholastic Press New York, Copyright 1996. 
                                 This source provides a perspective of life as a Wampanoag boy, and 
                                 offers examples of traditions and the guidance of elders to younger 
                                 people. 
 
Secondary Source:   Moshup’s Footsteps 
                                      The Wampanoag Nation 
                                      Gayhead/Aquinnah 
                                      The People of First Light 
                                      Author:  Helen Manning with Jo-Ann Eccher 
                                      Publisher:  Blue Cloud Across the Moon Publishing Company, Aquinnah, MA 
                                      Copyright 2001  ISBN:  0-9706686-0-0 
                                      This source offers a history of Aquinnah and the Wampanoag Nation, along 
                                      with the Legend of Moshup, and traditional recipes by the author.  
 
Secondary Source:  Wampanoag “People Of The First Light”  Introduction to Aquinnah Arts 
                                      History and Culture 
                                      Authors:  The Aquinnah Cultural Center, Aquinnah, Massachusetts  
                                      Publisher:  R.L. Ruehrwein, The Creative Company, Lawrenceburg, IN   47025 
                                      ISBN:  1-891468-74-X 
                                      This source offers information on the history, culture, land, people, events, 
                                      and traditions of the Wampanoag Nation.  
 
 
  
  
 
Primary Sources:     There will be Tribal Elders coming in and being interviewed by the 
                                 students.  There will be Elders from both the Wampanoag and Mohican 
                                 Nations.  
  
 
 
  

Reflection / Rationale 
 

https://www.uwgb.edu/UWGBCMS/media/educ-fns/files/A-Brief-History-DorothyDavids.pdf


      The content of this lesson relates concepts and perspectives gained from the Institute such 
as:  

          I wanted to teach this unit of study because I believe that Elders have a deep 

understanding of their history, identity and culture.  By direct communication with  

Elders, they (students) can come to their own understanding of who they are and where  

they are from.  This ties in with what we learned in the institute about “survivance”, and 

understanding that Native People are not gone, they are here, they endure, they thrive. 

The concept of “place” and “identity” are closely related to the concepts and perspectives  

gained from this institute.  Students will learn that understanding their past is a key to their  

future.  I must add that I firmly believe a multicultural curriculum will positively affect student 

test performance.  This includes Native and non-Native students.  


